
The Ministry of the Church: Making Known the
Mystery of Christ

Texts: Ephesians 1:15–23; Ephesians 3:1–21 Proposition: The ministry of the church is to make known
the mystery of Christ—both in what we declare and in what we display. Introduction: - Common ways
people think of the church: buildings, programs, worship services. - Question: Do we think about the
church the same way God does? - Ephesians 1:15–23 reminds us: - Christ is the head of the church. -
The church is His body, filled with His presence and power. - Implication: The church is
Christ-governed, not self-governed. - Transition: In Ephesians 3, Paul shows that the church’s ministry
is to make known the mystery of Christ through: 1. What we declare (vv. 1–8) 2. What we display (vv.
9–13) I. The Church Makes Known the Mystery Through What We Declare (Ephesians 3:1–8) A. Paul’s
example - A prisoner because of his commitment to the gospel (vv. 1–2). - The mystery revealed:
Gentiles and Jews are fellow heirs, one body, partakers of the promise in Christ (v. 6). - This revelation
came from God, not human invention (vv. 3–5). - Paul’s calling: “To preach among the Gentiles the
unsearchable riches of Christ” (v. 8). B. Implications for the Church Today 1. We are stewards of a
revealed mystery – Our message is given by God, not invented by man. 2. Our message is
Christ-centered – It’s not about moralism, politics, or self-help, but about Christ’s riches. 3. We declare
it to all people – The gospel invitation is for everyone. Key Statement: Out of all the things the church
can do, the one thing we must never neglect is the declaration of the gospel. II. The Church Makes
Known the Mystery Through What We Display (Ephesians 3:9–13) A. The church as a living display -
Paul’s mission was not only to proclaim but to make all see the fellowship of the mystery (v. 9). - The
church displays the manifold wisdom of God—His multi-faceted redemptive plan—to both earthly and
heavenly realms (v. 10). - The church is God’s trophy of grace—a diverse people united in Christ (v.
11). B. Implications for the Church Today 1. Our gatherings testify to God’s wisdom – Simply showing
up in unity displays the gospel. 2. We reveal God’s eternal purpose – Angels and demons witness
God’s plan through us. 3. We live as a Spirit-filled, unified body – Not just telling the gospel but
embodying it. III. The Power to Declare and Display the Mystery (Ephesians 3:14–19) - Paul prays for
the Ephesians to have: 1. Spiritual strength in the inner man (v. 16) 2. Christ dwelling in their hearts
through faith (v. 17) 3. Roots and foundation in love (v. 17b) 4. Comprehension of Christ’s limitless love
(vv. 18–19) 5. Fullness of God in their lives (v. 19) - This power enables the church to both declare and
display the mystery of Christ. Conclusion (Ephesians 3:20–21) - Doxology: “Now to Him who is able to
do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think…” - The church exists to glorify God in Christ
to all generations. - Summary: 1. We make Christ known through what we declare—faithful gospel
proclamation. 2. We make Christ known through what we display—visible unity, love, and holiness. -
Challenge: Align our view of the church with God’s design and live out our calling to make the mystery
of Christ known.



5-Day Devotional: The Ministry of the Church
Theme Verse: “...that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the church…” —
Ephesians 3:10

Day 1 – Christ is the Head of the Church

Scripture: Ephesians 1:20–23

Paul reminds us that Jesus is exalted far above every power and name, and that God has placed all
things under His feet. As the Head of the church, Christ holds ultimate authority—not us, not leaders,
not culture. The church is His body, filled with His presence and power to carry out His will in the world.
When we understand this, our view of the church shifts from “my church” to “Christ’s church.”

Application Questions:

- In what ways do you tend to think of the church as “ours” instead of “Christ’s”?
- How does Christ’s supreme authority impact the way you view church decisions and direction?

Prayer Prompt: Lord, help me submit to Christ’s headship in every part of church life and align my
thoughts about the church with Yours.

Day 2 – The Church Declares the Mystery of Christ

Scripture: Ephesians 3:1–8

Paul saw himself as a steward of God’s grace, entrusted with making known the “unsearchable riches
of Christ.” The church’s primary calling is to proclaim the gospel to all people—inviting outsiders to
become insiders through faith in Christ. Programs and ministries may vary, but the message must
remain the same: Jesus Christ, God’s Son, Savior.

Application Questions:

- How often do you think about the gospel as the central message of the church?
- Who in your life needs to hear the mystery of Christ declared to them?

Prayer Prompt: Father, make me faithful in declaring the gospel in my conversations and my life.

Day 3 – The Church Displays the Mystery of Christ

Scripture: Ephesians 3:9–13

The church doesn’t just say the gospel—it shows it. Our unity, love, and perseverance display God’s
wisdom to the world and even to the heavenly realms. Every gathering, every act of love, and every
relationship built on grace points to God’s eternal purpose. Simply showing up and living in unity with
other believers is a testimony to His glory.

Application Questions:

- What does your life and your relationships within the church display about God’s wisdom?
- How can you intentionally live in a way that displays the gospel to others?

Prayer Prompt: Lord, let my life be a visible demonstration of the grace and truth of Jesus Christ.



Day 4 – The Power to Declare and Display

Scripture: Ephesians 3:14–19

Paul prays that the church would be strengthened in the inner man, that Christ would dwell in their
hearts, and that they would know the vast dimensions of His love. This spiritual strength and deep
experience of Christ’s love are what enable us to both declare and display the gospel effectively.
Without His power, our efforts will fall short.

Application Questions:

- How have you experienced Christ strengthening your “inner man”?
- What steps can you take to grow in your comprehension of His love?

Prayer Prompt: Father, strengthen me through Your Spirit so that I might know the love of Christ more
fully and live it out daily.

Day 5 – To God Be the Glory

Scripture: Ephesians 3:20–21

Paul ends with a doxology, reminding us that God can do “exceedingly abundantly above all that we
ask or think.” The ultimate goal of the church’s ministry—through both declaration and display—is that
God would receive glory in the church and in Christ Jesus forever. The church is not about our comfort
or preferences—it’s about His glory to all generations.

Application Questions:

- How does the truth of God’s limitless power encourage you in ministry?
- In what ways can you give God glory through your service in the church this week?

Prayer Prompt: Lord, may everything I do in and through the church bring glory to Your name for all
generations.


