
Sermon Outline: The Message of the Church 

Text:	Ephesians	2:1–22	

Date:	August	3,	2025	|	Sermon	#2	in	Series	

Main	Idea:	Jesus	Conquers	Death	and	Closes	the	Distance	

Introduction 
•	Messaging	shapes	perception,	builds	trust,	influences	decisions,	and	drives	action.	

•	Church	slogans	are	helpful,	but	the	ultimate	message	of	the	Church	is:	Jesus	
conquers	death	and	closes	the	distance.	

I. Jesus Conquers Death – From Death to Life by Grace (2:1–10) 
A.	Our	Past:	Dead	in	Sin	

•	Spiritually	dead	in	sin	and	trespasses	(vv.	1–3)	

•	Walked	in	sin,	followed	Satan,	and	lived	in	fleshly	desires	

•	We	were	by	nature	children	of	wrath	

B.	God’s	Intervention:	Rich	in	Mercy	

•	'But	God'	made	us	alive,	raised	us,	and	seated	us	with	Christ	(vv.	4–7)	

•	He	saved	us	into	something,	not	just	from	something	

C.	Our	Present	and	Future:	Saved	for	Good	Works	

•	Saved	by	grace	through	faith,	not	works	(vv.	8–10)	

•	We	are	God’s	workmanship	(poiēma),	created	for	good	works	

II. Jesus Closes the Distance – From Far Off to Near by Christ (2:11–22) 
A.	Our	Separation:	Aliens	and	Strangers	

•	Without	Christ,	alienated	from	Israel,	strangers	to	covenants,	without	hope	and	
God	(vv.	11–12)	

B.	Our	Reconciliation:	Peace	through	the	Cross	



•	Brought	near	by	the	blood	of	Christ	(vv.	13–18)	

•	Christ	is	our	peace—He	reconciles	us	to	God	and	to	one	another	

C.	Our	New	Identity:	Citizens	and	Family	

•	No	longer	strangers,	but	fellow	citizens	and	members	of	God's	household	(vv.	19–
22)	

•	The	Church	is	a	kingdom,	a	family,	and	a	temple	built	on	Christ	the	cornerstone	

Conclusion 
•	We	were	dead	and	far,	but	now	alive	and	near	through	Jesus.	

•	Jesus	conquers	death	and	closes	the	distance.	

•	When	Jesus	is	the	message,	people	find	life,	people	come	near,	and	the	Church	
becomes	God’s	dwelling	place.	



Day 1: Dead in Sin - Our Past Without Christ

Read: Ephesians 2:1-3

Main Idea: We weren't just sick-we were spiritually dead.

Key Verse: Ephesians 2:1

Cross References:

- Genesis 2:17

- Romans 3:10-12

- Romans 5:12

- Colossians 2:13

Application Questions:

- In what ways do people today 'walk according to the course of this world'?

- How does recognizing your past condition increase your gratitude for salvation?

- Are there areas in your life that still reflect the old way of walking?

Prayer Prompt:

Lord, help me not to forget how far You've brought me. Let me never become numb to the miracle of

my salvation. Remind me of Your grace and give me compassion for those still walking in spiritual

death.



Day 2: But God - The Richness of Mercy

Read: Ephesians 2:4-7

Main Idea: God didn't leave us in death-He intervened in mercy.

Key Verse: Ephesians 2:4-5

Cross References:

- Titus 3:5

- Lamentations 3:22-23

- Psalm 103:8-10

- Romans 5:6-8

Application Questions:

- What does the phrase 'But God' mean for your life today?

- How do mercy and grace differ-and why do we need both?

- Have you experienced God lifting you from a situation only He could rescue you from?

Prayer Prompt:

Father, thank You for being rich in mercy. Thank You for seeing me in my mess and choosing to

love me still. May I live every day in awe of Your grace.



Day 3: God's Workmanship - The Purpose of Salvation

Read: Ephesians 2:8-10

Main Idea: We're saved by grace to do good-not to sit idle.

Key Verse: Ephesians 2:10

Cross References:

- 2 Corinthians 5:17

- Matthew 5:16

- James 2:17

- Philippians 2:12-13

Application Questions:

- What 'good works' has God prepared in advance for you to walk in?

- How does knowing you are His workmanship impact your identity?

- Are you depending on grace daily-not just for salvation but for living?

Prayer Prompt:

God, I surrender to the good works You've prepared for me. Use my life as Your masterpiece.

Shape me, mold me, and guide me to reflect Your glory.



Day 4: Brought Near - Reconciled by the Blood

Read: Ephesians 2:11-18

Main Idea: Jesus not only reconciles us to God but also to each other.

Key Verse: Ephesians 2:13

Cross References:

- Isaiah 57:19

- Romans 5:1

- Colossians 1:20

- 2 Corinthians 5:18

Application Questions:

- Is there any person or group from whom you've been distant but should be reconciled to through

Christ?

- How does the cross make racial, cultural, and social reconciliation possible?

- Are you living as someone brought near-or still clinging to division?

Prayer Prompt:

Jesus, thank You for closing the distance between me and the Father. Help me to be a peacemaker

and ambassador of reconciliation in my relationships and community.



Day 5: God's Dwelling Place - Our New Identity in Christ

Read: Ephesians 2:19-22

Main Idea: We are no longer outsiders-we're family and part of God's house.

Key Verse: Ephesians 2:19

Cross References:

- John 1:12

- 1 Peter 2:5

- Hebrews 3:6

- Revelation 21:3

Application Questions:

- How do you live differently knowing you are part of God's household?

- What does it mean that you are a 'living stone' in God's temple?

- How are you contributing to building up the Church as God's dwelling place?

Prayer Prompt:

Lord, thank You that I am not a stranger but a citizen of Your Kingdom and a member of Your

family. Help me to live like one who belongs in Your house-loving, serving, and worshiping You.


