Give Generously — Ephesians 4 (NKJV)

Big Idea: We give generously because God has given generously to us. Text: Ephesians 4 (read 4:1-6; 7-16;
17-32) Sermon in a sentence: Gospel receiving produces generous giving—of grace, forgiveness, resources,
and words.

|. Our Exhortation (4:1-6)

« Walk worthy (peripatem; axios): let your life balance with your calling (chs. 1-3). (4:1)

« Posture: humility, gentleness, patience, bearing with one another in love. (4:2)

« Aim: make every effort to keep the Spirit’s unity in the bond of peace. (4:3)

« Foundation: the seven “ones”—one body, Spirit, hope, Lord, faith, baptism, Father. (4:4—6)

« Application: Give what you've received—grace, forgiveness, patience, love (cf. Matt. 18:21-35).

[I. Our Example (4:7-16)

« Grace to each one: serving grace/gifts measured out by Christ. (4:7; Rom. 12:6; 1 Cor. 12:7)

« Victory gifts: the ascended King distributes spoils to His people. (4:8-10; Ps. 68:18)

« People as gifts: apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors/teachers equip the saints to minister. (4:11-12)
« Goal: unity, knowledge of the Son, maturity, stability—every part doing its share. (4:13-16)

« Application: Identify your gift and use it to build one person up this week.

[ll. Our Endeavor (4:17-32)

« Put off / Put on: no longer walk as the Gentiles; be renewed in mind; put on the new man. (4:17-24)
« Four practices of generous living:

e Truth, not lies—we’re members of one another. (4:25; Col. 3:9)

«* Reconcile quickly; forgive freely—don't give the devil space. (4:26-27, 31-32)

«* Work to give—from taking to providing for needs. (4:28; Acts 20:35)

«* Words that edify—no rotten talk; speak grace. (4:29)

« Guard the Spirit’s pleasure: don't grieve the One who sealed you. (4:30)

« Application: Choose one “put off / put on” to practice today.

Conclusion & Response

« Gospel logic: God gave - we give. God forgave - we forgive.

« Next steps (3 C’s):

«* Confess where the old clothes remain (bitterness, grasping, cutting words).

«+ Commit one concrete act of generous giving this week.

«* Contribute your gift to edify this body.

« Closing Prayer: “Lord, You have lavished grace on us. Make us a people who give generously—of truth, forgiveness,
resources, and words—so Your body is built up and Your name honored. Amen.”



Give Generously — 5 Day Devotional
Based on Ephesians 4 (NKJV)

This 5 day journey walks through Ephesians 4. Each day includes a reading, a key verse, a
short devotional, reflection questions, a prayer, and a simple practice. The thread running
through each day is this: we give generously because God has given generously to us.

Suggested Rhythm

1) Read the passage slowly. 2) Meditate on the key verse. 3) Read the devotional. 4) Journal
your reflections. 5) Pray the prayer. 6) Do the practice.

Day 1 — Walk Worthy

Read: Ephesians 4:1-6; Philippians 1:27; Colossians 1:10
Key Verse: “I... beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called.” (Eph.
4:1, NKJV)

Paul moves from the riches of grace (Ephesians 1-3) to the responsibilities of grace (Ephesians
4-6). To walk worthy does not mean to earn God’s favor; it means to let your conduct
correspond to your calling. The Greek word for “worthy” (axios) pictures balanced scales—your
lifestyle reflecting the weight of the gospel. How do we begin such a walk? Paul names the
posture: humility, gentleness, patience, bearing with one another in love (v. 2). He also
names the aim: make every effort to keep the Spirit’s unity in the bond of peace (v. 3). Unity
matters because it rests on the unshakable foundation of the “seven ones” (vv. 4—6): one body,
one Spirit, one hope, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father. In short, God’s
generous grace creates a generous people—slow to take offense, quick to serve, eager to
preserve peace.

Reflect
« Where do my attitudes resist humility, gentleness, or patience?

« What relationships most need me to “make every effort” toward unity? « Which of the “seven
ones” reassures me most today—and why?

Prayer

Father, thank You for calling me by grace. Align my steps with Your calling today. Grow humility,
gentleness, patience, and love in me, and make me a keeper of the Spirit’s unity. Amen.

Practice: Choose one relationship and take one concrete step to guard peace today (send an
apology, clarify expectations, or express encouragement).



Day 2 — Grace to Each One

Read: Ephesians 4:7—-10; Romans 12:6; 1 Corinthians 12:7; Psalm 68:18
Key Verse: “To each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift.” (Eph.
4:7, NKJV)

Here “grace” means serving grace—spiritual enablements for ministry. Notice the emphasis: to
each one. If you are in Christ, you have not been overlooked. The ascended King distributes
gifts from His victory: He descended (incarnation and cross) and ascended (resurrection and
exaltation), and now, like a conquering king, He gives the spoils to His people. Your gift is not
random; it is measured out by Christ. This means two things: you have something necessary to
offer, and what you have is blood bought. Using your gift is both obedience and gratitude.

Reflect
- What evidence of Christ’s serving grace have others affirmed in me? - Where has fear or

comparison kept me from using my gift?
« How does Christ’s victory (vv. 8—10) motivate me to serve today?

Prayer

Lord Jesus, ascended King, thank You for giving grace to each one—including me. Show me
where and how to use what You measured out, and give me courage to serve. Amen.

Practice: Ask one trusted believer which gifts they see in you. Commit to one small act of
service that uses that grace this week.



Day 3 — Equipped to Build

Read: Ephesians 4:11-16; Acts 20:28
Key Verse: “For the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body
of Christ.” (Eph. 4:12, NKJV)

Christ gives not only gifts but gifted people—apostles and prophets (foundational), evangelists,
pastors, and teachers—to equip the saints so that the saints do the work of ministry and the
body is built up. The church is not an audience watching professionals; it is a body where every
part works properly. The goal is clear: unity in the faith, deeper knowledge of the Son, maturity
to Christ’s fullness, and stability against doctrinal winds. As each part does its share, the body
grows in love. When you withhold your share, something in the body malnourishes; when you
offer it, the whole body is strengthened.

Reflect
« Who has equipped me in the past, and whom can | now equip?

« Where is the body weaker because my “share” has been absent?
- What would “speaking the truth in love” (v. 15) look like in a current relationship?

Prayer

Good Shepherd, thank You for giving leaders who equip. Make me an equipped saint who
builds others up, speaking truth in love and doing my share. Amen.

Practice: Encourage one leader who has equipped you. Then choose one person to
intentionally build up this week.



Day 4 — Put Off, Be Renewed, Put On

Read: Ephesians 4:17-24; Romans 12:2
Key Verse: “Be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and... put on the new man which was
created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness.” (Eph. 4:23-24, NKJV)

Paul contrasts the old walk of futility, darkness, and greedy impurity with the new walk learned
in Christ. Transformation is a three-part rhythm: put off the old self, be renewed in the spirit of
your mind, and put on the new self. Renewal happens as God’s truth retrains our thinking and
desires. We don’t merely stop old behaviors; we replace them with new, Christlike practices.
This is more than moralism—it is living out a new creation identity crafted after God in
righteousness and holiness.

Reflect

« Which “old clothes” am | most tempted to keep wearing? « What truth from Scripture needs to
renew my mind today? - What specific “new self” habit should replace an old one?

Prayer

Holy Spirit, renew the spirit of my mind. Help me put off the old, put on the new, and live as one
created after God in righteousness and holiness. Amen.

Practice: Name one “put off / put on” pair (e.g., complaint — gratitude; gossip — prayer) and
practice it all day.



Day 5 — Four Practices of Generous Living

Read: Ephesians 4:25-32; Matthew 18:21-35; Acts 20:35; Proverbs 18:21; Colossians 3:9
Key Verse: “Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary
edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers.” (Eph. 4:29, NKJV)

Paul makes generous living concrete with four contrasts: (1) Truth vs. lies—we are members of
one another; honesty builds trust (v. 25). (2) Forgiveness vs. sinful anger—don't give the devil
a foothold; be kind, tenderhearted, forgiving as God forgave you (vv. 26-27, 31-32). (3) Giving
vs. stealing—work so that you may have something to give (v. 28). (4) Edifying speech vs.
corrupt talk—use words that fit the moment and impart grace (v. 29). Living the opposite
grieves the Holy Spirit who sealed us for the day of redemption (v. 30). The gospel logic is
simple and searching: God gave—so we give. God forgave—so we forgive.

Reflect
« Which of the four contrasts is the Spirit highlighting for me today?

« Who do | need to forgive—or ask forgiveness from—before the sun goes down? « How can |
use my work and my words to impart grace today?

Prayer

Father, thank You for sealing me by Your Spirit. Let my truthfulness, forgiveness, generosity,
and words please You and build up Your people. Amen.

Practice: Before bed, list one gift you gave today (truth, forgiveness, resource, or word) and
one you will give tomorrow.



